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LAURUS PRIMARY NEWSLETTER
Welcome to the first edition of our Laurus Primary Newsletter! There is a lot to write home about in
the Primary Sector of Laurus and we hope that parents, staff and governors alike will enjoy reading
about some of the highlights…

Executive Head Primary Update
Supporting school improvement
Our Leadership Structure (see diagram below) enables each school’s Senior Leaders to focus on Teaching
and Learning. Our first priority is to provide an excellent education for our pupils and part of my role is to
support the Head and Deputy in achieving this. This structure also allows me to undertake work for the
Department for Education and Cheshire East Local Authority supporting other schools. This provides us with
some additional school income and means that our pupils can benefit from us bringing back the very best
practice seen elsewhere to our own schools.

Expanding our provision
At Gorsey Bank we already have a well-established and popular Kids Club and our next step is to establish
an equally successful Holiday Club. At Cheadle Hulme Primary we are looking to expand our Nursery and
Kids Club.

Helping to grow our own
Following an outstanding Ofsted judgement for our Trust’s Secondary SCITT (School Centred Initial Teacher
Training), we have been developing our own Primary Post Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)
programmes. This is an exciting development as it gives us the opportunity to build on our successful track
record of Teacher Training by designing a programme that ensures the teachers we train (and potentially
employ) learn both from and with the very best from day one. Existing staff also get the chance to share their
knowledge and expertise whilst keeping their own subject knowledge and pedagogy up to date.

Gorsey Bank is...
• ... the best state primary school in Wilmslow for reaching
the expected standard in reading, writing and Maths.
• ... in the top 5 schools across Cheshire East for reading,
writing and Maths combined.

The Laurus Vision
“The Laurus Trust Vision is for everyone
regardless of background or circumstance to
be inspired, to thrive in all environments, to
recognise what it takes to succeed, to set
aspirational goals and work hard to achieve

• ... the top school in Cheshire East for Maths at the Higher
Standard.
• ... in the top 4% of all primary schools in England for
pupils reaching the expected standard in reading,
writing and Maths.
• ... in the top 9% of schools nationally for Phonics.
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ACADEMIC SUCCESS ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH...
Learning for Life
For many years Gorsey Bank has ensured that all pupils benefit from
the opportunity to learn and enjoy the Arts from an early age. Our
long standing Artsmark Gold status is a reflection of how highly we
value the Arts for the role it plays in fostering creativity, inspiring
future careers and enriching childhood.
This year we have been able to
introduce our very own Artist in
Residence, Miss Hooker to lead
on this area of the curriculum at both primary schools. Look out for
an update in our Spring Newsletter!

Sporting Excellence
After a lengthy planning application process, we are delighted to
announce that building work has now been scheduled to commence
on the Multi Use Games Area at Gorsey Bank during the Easter
holidays. This has been made possible by the school’s impressive
PTA’s fundraising efforts and generous match funding from the Trust. We cannot wait to see pupils
starting to use the MUGA in the Summer.

Preparing our children for a world we know and a world yet to be discovered...
What better way to explore the world than through Forest School?!
This is an educational approach to outdoor learning where children
can learn about and interact with their natural environment, use their
own initiative to solve problems, work closely with others and handle
their own risks.
Every Laurus primary pupil participates in a series of Forest School
sessions during each academic year. This develops their art and
creative skills as well as bush craft, den building, bug hunting…the
list is endless! Sessions are usually rounded off by a singalong
around the camp fire and an obligatory hot chocolate!

Nurturing lifelong learners who are confident and ready to embrace the
challenges and opportunities of the outside world
In 2019 we will be launching our Trust Oracy Framework at Gorsey
Bank and Cheadle Hulme Primary. Developed in collaboration with
Patsy Rodenberg OBE, Head of Voice at the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama in London, the framework sets out the skills we
want all pupils to be proficient in by the time they move on to
secondary school. We want all of our pupils to have the skills they
need to present their views with courage, conviction and impact.
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